ET T EN 
3 ys BETWEEN 1423 25 5 
Axcnzisnor of A NNECL 


Mr. ps VOLTAIRE, 


„%% 
45 


9 


[Price One Shilling. ] 


* 


KG A [ Ah iF 


P 


N 


- 
—_— 
* 
= 
U x 
— 
i 
WAS, 4 


2 \ 
+ * 0 , : 

** to els ft He So Nt 

i 4 9 Wo - . = * s 
1 j 4 

* o 
2 
+ * 8 J . 
* 2 = 
b \ 


-paif ; 


, 
=o 


2 mo 2511 11 


- 


* 


-- 4.4.” 


— 


12 


. 
” = 


GENUINE 


CET TERS 


ARCHBISHOP of ANNECI nd 


A N D 3, 1 
Monſ. vs VOLT AIR E, * 
ON THE 
 SvBjecT of his PREAcninG 


AT THE 


Paris Churcn of FERNEY, 
Without being ORDAINED; 


oy WITH THE | 
Axrcnsisnoy's Repreſentation of the Caſe to 
his moſt Chriſtian MajesTy, and Monf. de 
VoLTaire's Confeſſion of Faith, in Conſe- 
quence of an Order from the French Kino. 


All properly authenticated by Certificates of the 
moſt unqueſtionable Authority, ; 


» ” 


$ Tranſlated from the Fr ENA. 


— — 5 * . 


8 


Lk ON DO N: 
Printed for F. NRwW˖3 ER x, at the Corner of 
| St, Paul's Church Yard. 1770, 


\ 


I} 
| 


1 E T T E R 


( | FROM THE 


Arcnyisuoe of ANNE "4 


4 T 0 | 
F Mr, pz VOL T AIR E. 


11 April, 1768. 


SIR, 
T is reported that you have kept 
Eaſter, by which many people 
are not a little ſcandaliſed, as they 
conceive it to be a novelty, with 
which you amuſe the public, by ma- 
95 * king 


Pd 
king a jeſt of the moſt ſacred rites 
of religion. Sh 


— „ 


For myſelf, Sir, I judge more 

charitably, and can hardly be per- 
ſuaded, that Mr. de Voltaire, the 
greateſt genius of our age, who boaſts 
of being exalted by the power of in- 
fallible reaſon, and the principles of 
- a ſublime philoſophy, above human 
conſidetations, the prejudices and 
weaknefles of humanity, can be ca- 
pable of betraying and diſguiſing 
his ſentiments by an act of hypo- 
criſy, which muſt effectually tarniſh 
his glory, and debaſe him in the eyes 
of every thinking perſon. I ſhould 
hope that ſincerity had governed all 
your actions. You have confeſſed, 

you, have communicated, and this- 

you have voluntarily performed; this 

you have done as a real Chriſtian; 


you have performed it as if perſua- 
| ded 


| {7 ] 

ded of the truth of that faith, in 
conſequence of the truth of which | 
you pariook of that ſacrament. 


| Unbeliever: then can no longer 


ſeeing you march at their 
* bearing the ſtandard of infi- 


9 _ The public will no longer 


have reaſon to regard you as the 
: greateſt enemy of the ' Chriſtian reli- 
gion, the Catholic church, 1 its 
miniſters. 


If they can, notwithſtanding your 
proteſtations to the contrary in cer- 
tain Gazettes, perſuade themſelves 
that you are not the author of that 
heapof indigeſted pamphlets and other 
works replete with impiety, Which 
have already oecaſioned ſuch diſor- 
ders in ſociety, ſuch depravation of 
manners, ſuch profanation of holy 
rat they will at leaſt think that, 

B 2 being 


121 

being now returned to your right 

judgment, you have determined ne- 
ver more to exhibit the like produc- 

tions, and by an act ſo conſpicuous as 

that performed in your pariſh church 


on Eaſter-day, you was willing to | 
render public homage to that religion 
in which you was born and bred, an-d 


to which ſuch diſtinguiſhed talents 
as yours might have been infinitely 
ufeful, had you confecrated them to 
that purpoſe. It will be expected, 
that you will ſupport this firſt reli- 
vious act by proper ſentiments and 
an uniform conduct, and in perfect 
ing the work of a converſion ſo late- 
ty begun, you will give juſt cauſt to 
people of piety and religion, to re- 
turn thanks to God, and to bleſs him, 
for the return of a penitent,, whoſe 
converſion will adminiſter Mo and 
GR to OL: 


Ini | Had 


8 
Had one ſeen you, the day on 
which you communicated, not only 
perplexing yourſelf by harranguing the 
people in the church on the fubject of 
theft and diſhoneſty, which gave 
great offence to the congregation, 
but alſo announcing, like another 
Theodoſius, by your ſighs, groans, 
and tears, the purity of your faith, 
the ſincerity of your repentance, and 
diſclaiming all thoſe unedifying ſub- 
jects, they had juſt reaſon to expect 
from what had already paſſed, By your 
manner of thinking and acting, no, 
body could have ſuſpected theſe appa- 
rent demonſtrations of religion to have 
been equivocal, but muſt have ſup- 
poſed you better diſpoſed to approach 
the holy altar, where our holy faith | 
permits not the pureſt ſouls to attend 


Mr. Voltaire, having been robbed, mounted 
= the pulpit and preached a ſermon againſt theft. 


without 


T x0 1 


without a religious awe. They would 
| have beet more edified to have ſeen 
3 this, and perhaps you would have 
N * = — - | * — a i. ; 
ad drawn, more advantage, from having 
thus approached the holy altar, 


2 that 


Alm ac 


L 

I I will not attempt to convince y. 
Sir, how much I grieve for the ſtate 
of your ſoul, not how frequently IL 

affer up my prayers and ſupplications, 
that God would, in his great mercy, 
deign at length to calighten you with. 
his celeſtial brightnes, which may 
enable you to love and follow the 
truth, at the ſame time that you feel 


I ſhall limit myſelf to remiad you in | 
plain terms, that time preſſes on. and 
that it is of importance to you not ta. 
loſe any of thoſe precious moments, 
which you may yet employ to your 
eternal advantage. A debilitated body, 
ſinking under the weight of | years, 
warns you that the period of time 
approaches, at which ſo many cele- 
brated men, your predeceſſors, have 
finiſhed their courſe, and are at this 
moment hardly remembered; becauſe 


dazzled by a falſe ſplendor, equally 


trivial 


( 


1121 
trivial and evaneſcent, the generality 
of them have loſt fight of immortal 
glory, more worthy of engaging 
their wiſhes and purſuits. May 
heaven grant that, wiſer and more 
prudent than thoſe, you may employ _ 
yourſelf for the future in ſearch- 
ing for that ſupreme happineſs, which 
alone can fill the vacancy of a heart 
that finds nothing here below e 
of ſatisfying it. - 


I therefore incallhaity intreat the 
Lord for you by the moſt ardent” 
prayers, which is the conſequence of 
the lively intereſt I take in every 
thing that concerns. you, the zeal - 
with which I am inſpired for your 
welfare, and the ſentiments of reſpect 
with which I have the . to be, | 

| SIR, 2 1 
Your, &c, 


Mr. 


— N 


11 


oY 
— 
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Ir. vr VOLTAIRE's Answes. 
STR; 


] SHOULD immediately PLE an- 
* ſwered the letter with which you 
| honored me, bad my health per- 
mitted. 


Your letter gave me great ſatis- 
faction, at the ſame time that it 
raiſed my aſtoniſhment. H6w can 
you allow me merit, yet think it ne- 
ceflary to remind me of fulfflling 
what is the undoubted duty of the 
head of. every pariſh, who ought to 
ſet an example in his own juriſ- 
diction; with which duty no Chriſtian 
can diſpenſe, and which I have ſo 


frequently practiſed? 
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DEANS Koz, 
It is not enough to relieve our vaſ- 
fals from the horrors of poverty, to 
encourage marriage, to contribute 
every thing in our power towards their 
temporal bappineſs; we ſhould alſo in- | 
ſtru their minds; and it is very ex- 
traordinary, if a head of a patiſh 
ſhould not be permitted to perform 
that duty in the church that he him- | 
ſelf built, which even the pretended 
Reformers &, after their manner, per- 
form i in ate places of e 
; \' 
* W 46 nat deſerve Was com- | 


eee which you are Pleaſed to 


make me, any more than I merit the 


calumnies of thoſe inſets of litera- 


ture, m4 are Arif, by. all . worthy 
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„In one of Mr. de Vatuiren Slate forbids 
EE that the Proteſtants are the we, | 


iſtians who keep to the truth of the goſpel. 
men 3 


[ 35 ] 


men; with whoſe ſlanders it becomes 
a man of your profeſſion | to be unac- 
quainted. I owe it in juſtice to my 
character to deſpiſe the deceit, with- 
 qut malice to the deceivers. The far- 
| ther we advance in years, the far- 
ther we ſhould exclude from the heart 
every thing that may corrupt it; and 
the bet remedy we ean take againſt 
ö calumnies, is totally to forget them. 
| Every one knows, that each trivial 
incident which can annoy this jour- 
ney of life, will be loſt in eternity; 
5 and that reſignation to God, love to . 
our neighbours, juſtice and univerſal 
benevolence are the only things which 
remain before the Creator of time and 
all beings. Without this virtue, 
. Which Cicero calls Charitas generis 
 _thumani”, man is but the enemy of 
man, he is but the flave of ſelf-love, 
of vain pomp, of trivial diſtinctions, of 
* avarice and every unworthy paſ- 
2 "Da"! ſton. 
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1 16 
fion. But if men do good for the fake of 
doing good; if this refined duty, con- 
ſecrated by chriſtianity, preſides in 
their hearts, they may hope, that that 
God, before whom all men are equal, 
will not reject thoſe ſentiments, of 
Which he is the eternal ſource. I 
humble mylelf with you before Him, 
and, not to forget the formalities * 
troduced among men, 1 have the ho- 
nor to be with reſpect, 


247 75 i 
* 2 | 8 1 R, 


P. 8. You know too much of the 
world, to be ignorant that the head of 
every pariſh i in France, at the time of 
adminiſteringthe holy bread, informs | 

the congregation, of any robbery that 
| has been committed, though ever ſo 
trifling, and this ſhould be done im- 


-pediately, 1 in the ſame manner as he | 
would, 


1171 
would, if a houſe in the village was 
on fire, that they might procure wa- 
ter. Theſe are affairs of police which 


; 


fall under his inſpection. 
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ARCHBISHOP's 


CHORD LETTER. : 


8 IR, 


1 SHOULD not have deferred an an- 

{wer to your laſt letter, had I had 
a moment's leiſure, being continually 
occupied in what we call Retraite and 


* 
the Synod. e „ — oy Vn 5 y— 


I cannot but be ſurpriſed that, 
affecting not to underſtand what is 
very intelligible in my letter, you can 
ſuppoſe me ſatisfied by your having 
received a politick communion, at 
which the Proteſtants themſelves, as 


woll as the Catholics, were equally 


ſcandalized. It has given me more 
concern, 


1291 

concern than it could any other, per- 
ſon, and were you Tels: erlightened 
and leſs inſtructed, I ſhould think it 
my duty to inform you, in quality of 
Biſhop and Paſtor. E alk whether, 
after the public ſcandal; ocoaſioned by 
the writings attribaced. to vou, after 
omitting of abmoſt every act of reli- 
gion for ſome years paſt, a commu- 
nion, received according to the true 
ptineiples o chriſtianity, did not pre · 
viouſly require the moſt public repas 
ration, ſuch as would be capable of 
effacing/cvery bad impreſſion you had 
occaſioned,” without which; no mini- 
ſter, properly iuſtructec in his duty, 
could, ot would abfolve'you, or pers 
mit you 3 yourfolf-at the ho- 
ly altar. Without being o atten- 
tive to fſeandal as you gravely ſuppoſe; 
Jam however ſufficiefrtly' informed 
not to be ignorant, thut the c 
of the head of a pariſb, accompani- 

| | ed 


[ 20 ] 

ed with guards quite to the church, 
and thruſting himſelf into the pulpit, 
to give his advice to the public during 
the celebration of the holy maſs, fo 
far from being authoriſed by cuſtom, 
and the wiſe ordinances of the moſt 
_ chriſtian King, they have always con- 
ſidered them as the province of the 
| miniſters and paſtors, and not the ex- 
erciſe of exterior police, although you 

have aſcribed them to * e we 
the an 10 


His 3 that! you proſtrate a 
wa? with me before God the 
Creator of time and of all beings; I 
could wiſh we both did ſo. with ſuf- 
ficient faith, confidence, humility and 
repentance for our faults, which may 
incline him in his mercy to be fa- 
vourable to us. I again invite, in- 
treat and conjure you, not to loſe ſight 


of that eternity, to which you are ſo 
| near 


521] 
near approaching, and! in which will 
ſo ſoon be ſwallowed up, not only 
all the little incidedts of this life, but 
alſo. the vanity of grandeur, the af- 
fluence of riches, the pride of ge- 
nius, the vain arguments of pretended 
human reaſon, and every thing be- 
longing to the deceitful appearances 
of this world. 


II the advice I give you is diſplea- 
ſing, I flatter mylſelt, that you will 
be convinced it is dictated by a ſenſe 
of my duty, and by the eager deſire 
I have of contributing to your real 
and ſolid happineſs. Many, prompted 
by worldly motives, would uſe a dif- 
ferent language; but in aregular and 
invariable purſuit of my duty in the 
fight of God, and in ES to 
his will, as I do not ſeek adulation, 
I dread not ſatyr, and am diſpoſed to 
undergo all that the nialice of man 
can invent, rather than be wanting in 

N what 


| L 221 g 
what T believe to be the duty ot my 
function, following God in the office 
of my miniſtry. For what remains, 
although 1 obſerve the cuſtomary for- 
malities introduced among men, it is 
not with leſs fincerity that I ſhall' be, 
all my life, with the © moſt. ardent. 
withes' for your welfare, with reſpect,” 


+4 
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Mr. pz VOLTAIRE's AnsweR; 


§6 Laſh 

VV OUR fecond letter ſurpriſed me 
= ſill more than the firſt. I do not 
know what falſe reports have been 
able to produce ſo much acrimony 
from you. I ſuſpect a perſon-named 
Ancian, vicar of 'the village of Moins, 
who had | 4 criminal proceſs in the 
parliament of Dijon in 1762 ; a pro- 
ceſs in which I did him ſome ſervice, 
in prevailing upon the parties to ac- 
cept an accommodation of fifteen: 
hundred livres, and coſts of ſuit. It 
is pretended, that the judge of the 
Biſhop's Court at Gex complains, 

code Da. that 
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. 
that the citizens againſt whom he is 
pleading for his tenths, had recourſe 


to me. It is true they did deſire my 


good offices, but I refuſed to have 
any thing to do with the affair, con- 
fidering that the church being a Mi- 


nor “, it would be difficult to aceom- 
modate any thing in an amicable 


manner. I tranſacted a caſe nearly 
ſimilar with my vicar, but it was by 
giving him much more than he deſi- 
red; fo that I cannot ſuſpe& him of 
calumniating me. As for the other 
proceſſes among my neighbours, I © 
nave ſettled them all ; and therefore 
do not believe that I have given rea« 
ſon to any body in the country of 
Gex to write to you in my disfa- 


vour. I know that all the people in 


Geneva accuſe the archbiſhop of 
R——, whoſe name I do not know, 


* * 2 1 1 "VO > n 
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* A Church of the e arver, © 70 
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of writing and ſowing calumny on 
every ſide; but God forbid that I 

ſhould impute to him ſo infamous a 
buſineſs, without having convincing 
proofs. We had better a thouſand 
times ſuffer in ſilence, than diſturb 
the peace, by any hazardous com- 
plaints. Having eſtabliſhed this pre- 
cious peace in my neighbourhood, I 
have long wiſhed to procure it te 
myſelf. * . N 


The Syndics of the ſtates of the 
country, the vicars of my Lordſhips, 
a civil judge, and the ſuperiors of a 
religious houſe, being one day at my 
reſidence, and much ſcandaliſed at the 
calumnies, which they thought were 
ſpread about by the vicar Ancian, as 
Arecompence for my having ſaved him 
from the hands of juſtice, figned 
me a certificate which deſtroyed thoſe 
Nanders, I have the honour, my 
” Lord 


(461 | 
Lord, of ſending you this authentic 
copy, conformable. to the original, 


I likewiſe have ſent another copy of it 
to the firſt Preſident of the Parlia- 
ment of Burgundy, and to the So- 


licitor General, in order to prevent 
the effect af any manœvres, that 
might have ſurpriſed your candour 
and equity. Vou will ſee how falſe 


it is, that the duties in queſtion have 


only been diſcharged this year; and 
you will, no doubt, be offended at ha- 
ving been ſo greatly impoſed upon. 
J pardon, from my heart, thoſe who : 
have dared to frame this odious plot, 
and conſine myſelf to the prevention 
of , their; hurting me, without a wiſh 
to their prejudice, and I will be an- 
ſwerable, that the peace, which is 
my perpetual object, ſhall not be diſ- 
tur bed in my eſtate. | 
Literary trifles have no relation to 
the duties of a Citizen or a Chriſ- 
tian. 


* - 


627 
tian. The Belles Lettres are an 
amuſement only. Benevolence, ſo- 
lid piety void of ſuperſtition, the 
love of our neighbour, and. reſigna- 
tion to God, ought to be the prin- 
cipal. occupations of every thinking 
man, I endeavour, as far as I am 
able, to fulfil all theſe obligations 
in my retreat, which I render every 
day more ſolitary ; yet, my weak- 
neſs but ill anſwering my efforts, 
I annihilate myſelf with you once 
more before the Divine Providence, 
knowing that we can only bring 
three things before God, which can- 
not enter into his immenſity. Our 
nothingneſs, our faults, and our repen- 
tance. I recommend myſelf to your 
E equally as to your equity. 
ha ve the honour to de, 2 


9 
— Your, &c. 
Upon 
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Upon damped Pager, 4 


ges! 
Us 

; yg the underwritten, do nip 
that Mr. de Voltaire, gentleman in 
ordinary of the King's chamber, one 
of the forty. French academicians, 
lord of Ferney, Tournay, Prigny. 
and Chambeſy, in the country of 
Gex, near Geneva, has not only per- 
formed the duties of tlie Catholic 
Religion, in the church of the pariſh 
wherein he reſides, but has likewiſe! 
rebuilt and adorned the ſaid church, 


at his on expence. That he has, 


for a long time, maintained a ſchool- 
maſter. - That he has cultivated, at 
his on expence, the barren lands 
of many of the inhabitants, has en- 
abled thoſe, ho had no plougb, to 
procure one; has built them houſes, 
granted them pieces of land; and 
that F dagen contains now double the 
E es number 


| [ 29 ] 
number of inhabitants it did before he 
poſſeſſed it. That he has refuſed his 
aſſiſtance to none of the inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood. 

Being required to give this teſti- 
mony, we declare it to be the exact 
truth. 

Signed. 

digneur Gras, Vicar. 

Sauvage de Verney, Syndic of 
the Nobleſſe. 

N f principal Syndic Gene- 
neral, and Subdelegate of the 
Adminiſtration. 

| Chriſtopher, Attorney. 
David, principal of the Car- 
medlites. F 
Adam, Prieſt. 
Fourier, Vicar. 
Examined at Gex, the 28 April, 
ee 
Rec. three ſols. 
Signed. De Lachault. 
E I, 
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1, the underſigned, de Raffo, 
N otary Royale of the bailiwick of 
Gex, reſiding at Ferney, declare, that 
I have copied and collated, word - | 
for word, from the original, the a- 
bove certificate, ſhewn me by Mr, 
de Voltaire, and taken back by him 
at the ſame time, the whole being 
done at his requeſt, ' 


— 4444 


| Farney, 28 April, 1768, f 


A 


Signed by Mr. de Voltaire, and 
the faid N. otary. 


6 * 


| ge at Gex 28 April, 5 . 
. Rec“. fix ſols ind fix derniers, | 
Signed 3 De Lachault, 
| Diſpatched by Mr. de Voltaire 
Chriſt, Raffo, Notar y. | 
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TAIRD LETTER 


| FROM Tur 


Ancunrenor of on NNE CI. 


8 I R, 
O U attribute then to acrimo- 
ny, what, in me, is really the 
effect of that zeal, with which it is my 
duty to be inſpired for whatever con- 
cerns the ſalvation of ſouls, and the 
honour of the religion profeſſed in my 
dioceſs. This conſideration would 
have prevented all farther reply, if I 
had not believed that I-ought to ju- 
ſtify thoſe whom you accuſe of hay- 
ing aſperſed your character. Mr. An- 
eian, the dean of Gex, and the arch- 


1 3205 Ss, 


biſhop of R, have ſaid no more 
to me than what is ſaid by every body, 
and when they had an opportunity of 
doing it, what they did tell me was 
much leſs than I had already beard 
from public report. It is not, there- 
fore, to either of their reports, that 
you are to attribute the foundation of 


the juſt repreſentation. which I have 


been obliged to make, in ey" of 
OT and Paſtor. 


g — 
1 


| " 1 the works which are at- 


tributed to you, you are acquainted. 


with the opinion which all Europe has. 


of you; you are not ignorant, that all 


the infidels of our age glory in having 


you for their chief, and in having 
drawn from your works the principles 


of irreligion. It is therefore yourſelf, 
and all the world, not a few indivi- 
duals, that you ought to accuſe for 
n is mf 6a you. If they are 
A calummes, 


= ERS 2 


L 835 
calumnies, as you. pretend, you muſt 
juſtify yourſelf, and undeceiue the pub. 
lic in general, ho are poſſelfed with 
this notion. It is not ĩn the jeaſt di · 
ficult for one, Who is realya Chriſti- 
an in ſpirit, and in heart, to make it 
appear that he is ſo. He dogs not thinle 
himſelf at liberty to qualify ſuch writ- 
ings, by the appellation you give them 
of literary, triflas. He ſhows his faith 
by his works. He produces ſuch ſen- 

timents both an his writings and con- 

duct, as give po religion the homage 

which is its die. He does not flatter 
himſelf with having performed his 
duty by a fallacious performance of 
ſome ceremonies, once or twice a year 
in his pariſh church, nor even for hav- 
ing, in the courſe of many years, re- 
ceived - the ſacrament as often, by 
which the public have been more ſcan- 
dak ſed than edified. I leave you, Sir, 

aſter this, to judge what you have to 


do, 


* 
— ß — — ſ — — 


tal 
ab; buſineſs of conſequence prevents 


my ſaying more, and probably I ſhall 
have nothing more to ſay, until ſuch 
an alteration in your conduct, as I 
with for, puts it in my power to con- 
vince you of the integrity of my in- 
ſtructions, and of the fincerity of my 
wiſhes for your ſalvation, which will 


always be inſeparable from the reſpect | 
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From Mr. vz St. F 
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ARzcnB1snoP of AN N E Cl. 


SIR, 

Have ſhewn the King the letter 
which you directed to me for his 
Majeſty, and the copies of thoſe which | 
you have written to Mr. de Voltaire, = 
as well as his anſwers. His Majeſty Ro 
could not help applauding the wiſe * 20 
counſels, and the ſolid exhortations 
which you gave him. His Majeſty 
will order him to make no diſturbance 

| In 
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in 18 church for the future, like that 


with which you very juſtly reproached 


him. It does not belong to the pri- 
vate head of a pariſh to give public 
inſtructions to the inhabitants. we 


thay exhort them in private to conduct 
themſelves in conformity to the prin- 
ciples of religion and juſtice, which 


would be very praiſe-worthy. I am 


perſuaded, that Mr: der Voltaire will 


have profited by your good ef 


I 2 
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r Confeſion of; Faith 
made by Mr. de VOLTAIRE. : 


FR A N CIS Marie Aroiiet de Vol- 
5 taire, Gentleman in ordinary of 
the King's, Chamber, Lord. of Fer- 
ney, Tournay, &c. &c. aged, ſeven- 
ty-five years and upwards, being of 
a very weak conſtitution, having with 
difficulty. dragged himſelf to church 
this Palm-ſunday, notwithſtanding. 
his illoeſs, and having fince that day, 
been, attacked with many fits of 
violent fever, of which Mr. Bugros,, 
ſurgeon, acquainted 1 the vicar of Fer- 
ney, agrecable | to the laws of the: 
realm, And in conſideration of the 
weaknels attending the ſaid ſick man, 
who was totally incapable of going to 
confeſs, and receive the ſacrament at 
church, as he ought to have done for 
the edification of his tenants, and 


F | which 
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which he wiſhed to do on account of 
the Proteſtants, with whom this coun- 
try is ſurrounded ; he begged the vicar 
of Ferney to perform on this occaſion, 
every thing that the ordinances of the 
King, and the arrets of Parliament 
command, jointly with the canons 
of the holy Catholic Church profeſſed 
in the kingdom, the religion in which 
the ſaid fick man was born, has lived, 
and will die, all the duties of which 
he is defirous to fulfil, as likewiſe 
thoſe of a loyal ſubje to the King; 
offering to make all neceſſary declara- 
tions and proteſtations required, whe- 
ther public or private ; ſubmitting 


| himſelf totally to every thing which 


is according to rule, being wlling not to 
omit any part of his duty whatſoever ; 
requeſting the vicar of Ferney to per- 
form his office with the greateſt punc- 
tuality, as well for the edification ot 


the Catholics, as of the Proteſtants, 
A: * who 


391 
who are in the ſaid ſick man's houſe, 
This preſent, is ſigned by his own 
hand, and that of two witneſſes, of 
which a copy remains at the caſtle, 
ſigned alſo by the faid ſick man. The 
original of the copy to be left in the 
hands of the vicar of Ferney, by the 
two underwritten witneſſes, unleſs 
neceſſary to be rendered * by 
the n. | | 1 


: The zoth of March, 1769, + at ten 
in the morning. | 


| Signed Voltaire. 


: 


Bigue, "UN By. 1 
Waguire, | Witneſſes. | 
| Upon ſtamped paper. 
In the year of our Lord 1769, at the 
caſtle of Ferney, the zoth of March 
in the afternoon, in the preſence of me 
n the 


- 294 " 
the underwritten Claude Raffo, No- 
tare Royal of the Baili wick of Gex, 

reſiding at Ferney, and in preſence of 
the witneſſes hereafter named; it ap- 
peared/ that Mr. Francis Morie Aroiiet 
de Voltaire; Gent. in ordinary of the 
King's chamber, one of the forty 
French Academicians, Lordof Ferney, 
Tournay, Prigny and Chambeſy, hath 
declared, that Nonote, formetly a 
3 and the ſaid Guion, who calls 

imſelf an Abbe, baving publiſhed 
ſome libels againſt Mr. de Voltaire, 
equally inſipid and. llanderous, in 
which they accuſe him of having been 
wanting in reſpect to the Catholic Re- 
ligion. He owes this declaration to 
bis truth, his honour, and his piety. 
That he has never ceaſed to reſpect 
and exereiſe the Catholiè religion, 
practiced in this Kingdom. That 
he pardons his ſlanderers. That 
if ever any indiſcretion had eſcaped 
him 


[4], 


him in-prejudice to the religion of the 
ſtate, he would aſk pardon of God 
and the ſtate, 1 that he has 
lived, and wiſhes to die in the obſerva- 
tion of all the laws of the kingdom, 
and of the Catholic Religion ſtrictly 
united to thoſe laws. Signed and de- 
liveredi in the ſaid caſtle, the ſaid year, 
month, and day, of the month, in pre- 
ſence of the Reverend Antoine Adam, 
prieſt, formerly a Jeſuit, of Claudius 
Stephen Maugie, Goldſmith and jewel - 
ler, of ſeigneur Bugros, ſurgeon of the 
company. of Royal Academicians of 
- Montpelier, and ſworn ſurgeon in-this 
Bailiwick, of Peter Archiveque Syn- 
7 dic, and Seigneur Begez, citizen of 
Balme de Thuy, in Geneva, now re- 
fiding at Ferney, who gave this teſti- 
mony required; ſigned likewiſe by 
Mr. de Voltaire, and, me, the Notary. 


1 Examined at Gex, April 6, 1769. 

Received twenty-one ſols. 
Signed, De Lachault. 
5 And 


* 
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And ſince that, at the ſaid caſtle, at 
nine in the morning, the firſt of 
March, before the ſaid Notary, in pre- 
ſence of the witneſſes hereafter na- 
med, it appears, that Mr. de Voltaire, 
Gentleman, &c. &c. being confined 
to his bed by illneſs, did there receive 
the holy communion, pronouncing 
theſe words following. Having 
my God in my mouth, I declare, that 
J pardon fincerely, all thoſe who have 
_ written any calumnies againſt me to 
the King, and who have not fuc- 
ceeded in their bad deſigns.“ This 
declaration the faid Mr. de Voltaire has 
required to be authenticated, which 
requeſt I here grant, in the preſence 
of the reverend P. Gros, Vicar of 


| Ferney, A. Adam, Prieſt, formerly a 


Jeſuit, the ſaid S. Bigex, C. Joſeph, 
Capuchin of the convent of Gex, 
the ſaid em Surg _ Stephen 

| Ml.augicé, 


+ = OW 
Maugié, Goldſmith and Jeweller, P. 
Archeveque, Syndic of. Ferney, living 
therein. Signed by the ſaid Mr. de 
Voltaire, and me, the ſaid Notary. 


| Examined at Gex, 6 April. 1769. 
„ee a1 le. 
10  Lighed De © Lachdult. | 


Copied by the ſaid Vicar of Fargen... 
5 Signed C. Roffo, un. 


We, 2 underwritten, * _ 
have been preſent while the faid Mr. 
de Voltaire made his confeſſion of 
faith, after having received the holy 
communion from the hands of the 
reverend, the vicar! of F erney. 


Ferney, the ſaid day of Aptil, 1769. 


; C. Raffo, Notary, . | 
1 75 TO 108 185 3 
1 IL archeveque Hadi f 
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I, the underwritten, Surgeon to the 
Royal Academy of Montpelier, do 
certify, that Mr. de Voltaire, Gentle- 
man, Lord of Ferney, &c. was at- 
tacked with a violent and dangerous 
Fever, at Ferney, 8 « April, 1769. 


n n 7 


** che year of our 3 roi 
> April 9. In the preſence of me, Clau- 
dius Raffo, Royal Notary of the Baili-, 
wick "of Gex, reſiding at Ferney, 
ſigned by the witneſſes underwritten, 
aſſembled together. The reverend 
P. Gros, Prieſt and Vicar of Fer- 
ney, the reverend Father Claudius 

Joſeph, Prieſt and Capuchin of the 
convent of Gex, P. Archeveque Syn- 
dic, at the ſaid village of Ferney. 
Claudius Stephen Maugſe, Goldſmith 
and Jeweller. John Baptiſte. Wil- 
„ liam 


- 
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liam Louis Bugros, Surgeon of the 


Royal Academy of ' Montpelier, reſi- 


ding in the faid Bailiwick. Jacquin, 


Schoolmaſter, living in the faid vil- 
lage of Ferney, all declare, by theſe 
preſents, that Mr. de Voltaire, Gent. 
. &c. &c. reſiding at his Caſtle at 
Ferney, did make the following con- 
feſſion of faith on the firſt day of 
April, this preſent year, at nine in the 
morning, after having received the 
holy Viaticum from the hands of the 
faid Vicar of Ferney. believe, 


firmly, ſaid he, all that the Catholic, . 


Apoſtolic, and Roman Church believes 
and confeſſes. T believe in one God, in 


three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt really diſtinguiſhed ; having the 


Same nature, the ſame divinity, and the 


Same power. That the ſecond perſon was. 


made man, called Feſus Chriſt, who died 
for the ſalvation of all men; who has 
eftabliſhed the holy. church, to which it 

| 8 belongs 
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beloiigs to judge of the true ſenſe of” the | 
holy ſeriptures. I condemn likewiſe, all 
the herejies the ſaid church has condem- 
ned and rejected; hkewiſe all perverted 
miſinterpretations which may be put on 


them.” | ) 


« This true and Catholic faith, out 
of which no one can be ſaved, I profeſs. 
and acknowledge to be the only true one; 
and T ſwear, promiſe and engage myſelf 
to die in this belief, by the grace of 
Ged.“ 


% believe and acknowledge alſo, 
with a perfect faith, all, and every one 
of the articles of the Apoſiles Creed. 
Which he recited in Latin very diſ- 
tintly. “ I declare, moreover, that I 
have made this confeſſion before the re- 


verend Father Capucbin, r to 


bes 8 ing mW. 


25 This 


. | 
This is what theſe witneſſes heard, 
as they affirm by oath, of which 
they demand a certificate. To which 
their reaſonable requeſt I have afſent- 
ed, it being firſt read over at the par- 
ſonage houſe at Ferney, in the pre- 
ſence of Bernard Jaquit, labourer, 
I. Archeveque, principal Syndic, re- 
ſiding at Ferney, who give their teſti- 
mony as required. The ſaid decla- 
rants having ſigned at the ſame time, 
with me the ſaid Notary, and us the 
ſaid witneſſes, not . We n con- 
tents of the ſaid writing. 


Examined at Gex the ſame day, 
being 15 April, 1769. 


Rec“. 21 ſols. 
Signed De Lachault 


By the ſecond diſpatch of the faid vi- 
car of Ferney. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


M De Voltaire is wie» Banc 
the greateſt literary genius's of 
the age. His works are known, and 
generally applauded by the admirers 
of fine writing throughout Europe. 
But they are not all equally . worthy 
of praiſe. He has long been conſi- 
dered-as the patron of infidelity, and 
equally an enemy to the religious 
eſtabliſhment of his own and every 
other country ; to Catholics and Pro- 
teſtants, ' to Jews, Turks, and Con- 
fucians. Sober men of all nations, 
while they are charmed with his in- 
vention, hold his opinions in deteſta- 
tion; the clergy of all denominations 
abhor them, and even thoſe who ad- 
mire him moſt diſregard his precepts, 
becauſe they doubt his ſincerity. 


Yet 


49.1 
Vet whatever concerns his conduct 
as 4 citizen, or his character as © wri- 
ter, excites wars th in 9 a, 
it is novel. 4 

An incident the moſt trivial per⸗ 
dope ts in itſelf, has given occaſion 
to one of the moſt important min 
tions of his whole life. 

_ Having oftentatiouſly rebuilt al 
We his pariſh church, in the 
temporalities of which he is Lord Pa- 
ramount, he conſidered himſelf at li- 
berty by his rank to conduce to "ths | 
profanation of it. 
© Accordingly after the celebration of 
the ſacrament at Eaſter, which is one 
of the moſt folemn ceremonies of the 
Gallican church, he without ordina- 
tion mounted the pulpit, and preached 
to the people a ſermon er e 
and Robbery. 

The clergy were incenſed to the 
higheſt degree at his audacity. The 
aaa whole 
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The whole community was alarmed, 

and complaint was made to the Arch 
biſhop of the dioceſe of this impious 

attack upon the rites of the e 
Church. B. 

The . FO wrote to Mr. 
de Voltaire, ande xpoſtulated with him 
in a ſerious manner on the heniouſ- 
neſs of the offence, of the force of 
example, and of the duties which His 
men owe to the Author of their Be- 
ing; and to the N he. has en- 
joined. | 
Voltaire Wpitrd with har ele 
for which he is ſo juſtly celebrated. 

The Archbiſhop continued the cor- 
reſpondence, till finding admonition 
and exhortation alike ineffectual, he 
complained to the King, and procu- 
red the letters that had paſſed on this 
intereſting, occaſion to be laid before 


him. 


His 


( 5: | 
His Majeſty applauded the Archbi- 
5 ſhop's zeal, and took upon himſelf 
; the completion of the correſpondence 
which the Archbiſhop had begun. 
The iſſue was, that M. de Voltaire, 
who during the long period of his 
paſt life has lived in open contempt | 
of all religious eſtabliſhments, - has at 
length, in the moſt folemn manner, 
profeſſed to believe in the groſſeſt ab- 
| ſurdities of that ſyſtem, which all true 
4 Proteſtants have upon © the cleareſt 
conviction diſbelieved and renounced. . 
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